
 

  

 

Banana Leaf a bit of everything 
Expressions & Interpretation of  
Malaysian Indian Culture 
 
 
 
An art exhibition (event) proposal in conjunction with Deepavali,  
by Ruby Subramaniam, Storyteller Studios.  
 
Proposed Event Dates: 10-13th October 2019.  
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Event Description 
The “Banana Leaf” exhibition seeks to champion the arts for Malaysians of Indian* origin - a 
community and culture that is often overlooked within the larger discourse of the country. 
*This community includes the Indian diaspora, Sikhs, Indian-Muslims, mixed race such as Chindians, and others.  

It is a project consisting of a visual arts exhibition by more than 20 artists and writers, as 
well as works children from the Sivananda Ashram.  

Some of the highlighted artists are:  

1. Blank Malaysia, fine-art artist exhibiting internationally. 
2. Rames Harikrishnasamy, Abode’s Creative Ambassador with 65K followers  
3. Veshalini Naidu, multidisciplinary artist who merges poetry, visual arts and theatre 

The young artists from Sivananda Ashram have been taught by Ruby Subramaniam, 
organized by GoodKids, for the past one-and-a-half years. The children are being guided to 
discover their own art styles, while narrating their personal stories. 

Along with the exhibition, we’re also planning a performance showcase on 12th October, 
featuring bucket drums, spoken word artists, dancers, and musicians exploring Indian art 
influences and mythology.  

This is a movement of social change, and a coming together of artists and creative leaders  
who drive important issues of our time - to create deeper engagement around our social, 
cultural, and humanitarian causes in Malaysia. 

Why is there a need for this project?  

We claim to be a “multicultural” society, but have we been given an equal opportunity to 
represent ourselves and our culture? Many of the art shows organized in Kuala Lumpur 
lack representation for artists from an Indian background. Even when there are shows 
focusing on the culture and issues relevant to these artists, they tend to be confined to a 
narrow audience demographic. With Malaysia striving to build its national identity since the 
last elections, it is imperative that we continue to improve the cultural dialogue among 
Malaysians and increase the level of cultural awareness in Malaysia. 

“Kit Siang urges action against Zakir Naik for insulting Hindus” 

“Audit: Millions meant for Indian community abused under PM’s Dept between 2014-2018”  

The Malaysian Indian community needs to feel at home in their motherland. We need the 
space, to remind ourselves on the beauty of our Indian culture. We need to build a creative 
sector that reflects this rich and inspiring diversity of Malaysia.  

 

http://www.blankmalaysia.com/biography/
https://www.instagram.com/ramesstudios/
https://veshalininaidu.wixsite.com/veshanaiduart
http://goodkids.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/08/12/kit-siang-urges-action-against-zakir-naik-for-insulting-hindus#ubqSyZu25qvrCE10.99
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2019/07/15/audit-millions-meant-for-indian-community-abused-under-pms-dept-between-201/1771666
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We must not forget about the community’s role in assisting Malaya seeking independence 
from the British once upon a time. We must seek to continuously understand our fellow 
Malaysian cultures better, and its relationship to the wider idea of nationhood and 
community. 

Also, the perspectives of young artists from Sivananda Ashram who are sharing deeper 
emotional stories, will be giving us, the audience, the opportunity to understand our 
children in our community better. It is vital that these children see where they belong. 
Furthermore, seeing their own artworks being exhibited in public, alongside works by 
notable Malaysian Indian artists; it will become a memorable, powerful and defining 
experience in the children’s lives. 

What visual images will be showcased?   
Although the underlying objective of this project is deep, the selection of visual images will 
be vibrant and empowering!   

The artists are briefed to take inspiration from ancient practices such as “kolam”, discuss 
the significance of its cultural process, and apply it to concerns of today’s world. 

They will demonstrate the richness of Indian culture, using the power of art. There will also 
be 4 documentaries by Freedom Film Festival, and 2 photography series on display. It will 
be accompanied by literary and research works in both English and Malay.  

For the selection of artists, we have a board of mentors whom we consult with to ensure a 
diverse mix of artists for content, vibe, and flow. We selected respected members of the 
arts community such as Kevin Bathman and Sharmilla Ganesan, to help make the final 
selection, and curate the event launch. 

What’s on the showcase event day, 12th Oct?   

- Bucket drums performance by Goodkids. Video link. 
- Projection mapping by Akasha Visuals.  
- Fusion bharathanatyam and hip-hop dance. 
- Traditional music & dancers.  
- Spoken word poetry 
- Talks and workshops by visual artists 

The advantage of using a credible venue is that it allows these stories to reach the public - 
to inspire, promote unity and discussion.  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kevinbathman/
http://sharmillaganesan.com/
https://youtu.be/h7yG0_OGB7Y
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What efforts are we taking to promote the event? 

The “Banana Leaf” project is a community-led project. The wider community, who comprise 
of the personal networks of the 20+ artists and volunteers, will be the primary beneficiaries 
of this project. 

We are designing a digital marketing campaign, compromising of promo videos via social 
media, which will help reach even more people based on the artists’ (and ours) social media 
following. Estimated collective reach on social media is 80,000 people, with additional 
100,000 using sponsored posts. This will have a ripple effect, as it will be shared on various 
networks and social media platforms in Klang Valley.  

To engage with the local community, we will invite community leaders and school teachers 
to bring in their students. We will also have posters up in backpacker hostels around the 
city.  

Sponsorship   
We welcome sponsorships for any amount, and the breakdown is given below.  
For a minimum of RM1,000 sponsorship amount, we will apply for a tax deduction under  
Section 4(6)(k) of the income Tax Act 1967 on behalf of the sponsor.  

 

 

https://www.cendana.com.my/corporate/resources/articles/guidelines-on-tax-deduction-for-sponsorship-of-arts-cultural-and-heritage-activities-and-programmes
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Timeline 

Working with Selected Artist  - Since early 2019 
Preparing Marketing Collaterals  - August 
Seeking Funding & Sponsorships - August 
Marketing & PR - September  
Website Updates  - September  
Press Release - September 
Event Setup & Showcase - 10-13th October 
Post Event Documentation - October 
 

 

Why Support Ruby Subramaniam to lead this project?  
 

1. Ruby is acknowledged by World Humanities Conference in 2017, as one of the 50 
global movement of artists reflecting on their impact in societies and the 
importance of local implementation.  

2. Her project ThisBodyIsMine went viral, garnering more than 2 million views online. 
Follow-up project, Antidote: Uncovering Skin & Soul has won the Krishen Jit Astro Fund 
and INXO Art Fund in 2018.  

3. Founder of Art Battle Malaysia: First organised in New York more than 16 years 
ago, Art Battle is a live art show hosted over in over 50 cities worldwide. Ruby added 
Kuala Lumpur to the international list. 

For more on her profile, visit www.rubysubramaniam.com  
 
If you would like to discuss further, please get in touch: 

ruby.storyteller@gmail.com 
+6 014 930 8774 
 

 

Storyteller Studios 002596033-T has created this presentation. 

Any and all ideas, concepts, strategies, trademarks, names and materials presented in this document are owned by Storyteller 
Studios until transferred to any other party in writing. No part of this presentation may be shared with any 3rd party without 
the consent of Storyteller Studios. No part of this presentation shall be copied, changed or reconstituted to create an 
alternate event or content format or production. 

 

http://www.skinandsoul.art/
https://www.rubysubramaniam.com/digital-marketing

